Giant invasive cholesteatoma. Report of a case with cerebellar invasion.
We present a case of epidermoid cholesteatoma that killed the patient by relentless invasion, despite radical surgery. An autopsy disclosed a focus of dural and cerebellar invasion, which dramatized the aggressive nature of this disease. In fact, the epithelial cells of this disease are not thought to possess the ability to invade. Instead, inflammation is believed to both stimulate the squamous epithelial cells to proliferate and destroy adjacent tissues, thereby providing a pathway for epithelial cell migration. Epidermoid cholesteatoma, then, is a disease in which the processes of inflammation and hyperplasia combine to mimic a neoplasm.